of sexual poverty

The contetpporary siruggies of the profetaciat againat capitafism
have not heen confined to the arena of produstion and conlempt for
existing conditions has Jong ceased ta be expresawt in purely ecemomic
ot pelitical terms, Fhe signg of revelt which are rRpparent today are as
mvich sociad in charectet 23 auything stze. snd az o sonseguencs, Lhe
theoretica] eritique of daily jife in bourgesie society, which n with
Mtary's anatvsiz of afienated lobor, must be 2xpanded fo incorparate the
new forms of its pracfica! expression. Covert opposition to spectaceisr
life haw Beocome cisile, mof obly at the point of production, bul
throughous overy focol of guotidias restity. Perhaps the moet signl-
fieant aspect of this rebeilion hes heen the widespresd rejection of the
tnost bowic strgetures of boorgecs society, the famiy, merviaee,
rancRlity, ste.; the coliagee of theae particalar forms has been part of a
general revolt againal conventions] definitions of ‘acceptablie’ sexaality.
In & lavger sense, Ehia devalvetion of bourgeoia sopiety ta knplieitly a
refusal of the conditions of survivel if enforees. At Lhe same lime,
however, this soposities — becavae of ite imited saiure — does net
mose Bn dmmediaie threst o class-sockaty.

L
SPECTACLE MEETS COUNTER--SFECTACLE

Tewvtirre acivelor vl Rulftime radies), (s Moot B 2
srchabydat Sl of e rock age: sdways o e gea, Ghasem
TEddly to Chatlanne Buthoriby—and BIeys osmn W Rive & oo
tme. Aa one mears o IREIN. ek tee, Shorie showers and
dresses. ThEn Heacs lor & M8ssyn gurrkemtraton againgd e war,
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A gocindly isposed noren of pormissible sexaal behavior bsa bmg
heen 8t Ehe pornersiome of hisrarchicel peciety. Treditionselfy, the
roprensive character of bourgeols zocipty has bBeer measizred, not only
by ks use of force against the protetariat, but in ite suppression of overd
sexuatity, For contories, the most sueesssfisl espitalist countries heve
ukllized variants of ascetic roorelify oo an effective mechanises of ascial
reguilatice:; rnore recently, the buresueratic sirtes of Hussis, China elc.,
pave emploved aimilar meoral ideclogies to the seme offect. Today,
aowever, the mast sdvanoed forms of spectacular society have aban-




Fromch witch od: Time pasrcs

doted 2ech Biatant methodn of comtrad over thedr inhabitanie In theae
cngea, the apectacie haa evan gome 9o far as to aclively promete bhe
dednnpsiion of its formee defenoes — morality and the family ore vow
discarded as antiguated soeiut fontires, The soxpality ofee confined to
ihe periphery of boaurgecis society is now tolersted -~ thet which wes
operly gnd defiently expreysed onky by theae “om Ehe outeide’, biacks,
oofieppians, ete,, haa hectone part of specEnotber enbture s 2 whole.

‘Tht formar tzbaoa of bourgenis soviety have disappoarad in the face
of new standards of mors] conduct., Past behaviorz] paragons {chastity,
monegamy, e, which wers adwaye btk more then opth, have beon
replacad with the medern ‘adventures' of infidelity and sexnal intrigue.
Fram the office buildings to the subuebs, sn 'openoess’ hag heso
prociatmed in sexual affeirs: the demands which were radicoad 30 years
g tsea education, birth control, efc.} &re now accepted services of
ruiblic schools and fostitutinns, Even the redleal Hbertinizem of Sade
Bow returs 89 A farce 0 the contemporary rituals of Vsexuat frecdom”
~~ bhat which proved s scandalous in the peat is oow nothing mors
than a stimulant fo skrliven routine existesre, The current sxphcitaees
bay evett reached the conventional medis; American housewives cen
new periicipate’ iy radie Vtalk shews'' where sexusl sefivity, adulisry,
ete., form the sole topics of comveraation.

Behing the mupch-disngsad ers of 'sexesl freedom”, howsver, Hos an
pxrenaivn of sexval dosiination. I mading gexnality pubbe, the s
tacie onfy concesls it real adzence, Capitaiiam continges Lo gonerali
g image of sexwadity which, bewever remeved from purrikanioe,
remeing oniy Ehet - an imege, 8 seeropste for real ssparienca, The
“new’ sexaabity, ke the okd, hes hecome B weapon i the elags-
strugple, not only in relationa between Dosses snd employees, but
throughout the relations of everyday fife. The epectacke's pornographic
e of sexuekity is only incidentalty revested in the cheap “sex'" files,
teagazines, ate., and ti& suggpontive edvertistng in which alluring men
and WoINER 9eTve 86 &R enticement fo the world of the cansemer. The



benalization of life accomplished by capitaiisr: hes resckhed the point
whate suxuabity itself has hecems 8 guaniifiable arbicke, Tha realily
principle imposed By capitalizn: apon sexuel plessure i3 chat of com.
maodity realify: the marketplace of sexvality has Dheen added Lo the
enodern, ooEoTLY, B0 merefy 86 2 commodity, but a2 pne which selfs
othara, The voyeurism present in every sapect of the spectacie now
ftnds its fulfiiment in sexeal consampiion,

Fhe spestacnlar acenenbation of sexusliey is oalv an gecumatatinn af
selpery and Lhe reification of erolic experience has produced iLs eomple:
mend 1 the ot of & rampant sexsal nibikam. Here, sl pleasare i
abszent — the freedom which modern copiteban affords everrome §= the
fraadtetrs Lo maeet, bock, and remiain as s efject, This situation,
however, doss ol eonstittte some mysterlons “ropressive desob.
ifreation™ iMarcused in which aliensiicn iz made fobmeabie throogh
seauad veiepse, Spectacalar sexusbity in no wey compenssies for che
opavarty of speetacubae s — gexnal alienation i ancther momend of 2
fatei aliensiton shd 2 recopnitioe of sexcal appression haz wiresdy
imoome apperent mnong larpe Sectors of the prodetorist.
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A eritique of both the Sld and “new’” soxbelity of beergesis sociely
haz been devedoped by the Women's Eiberatien and Gay Libergtion
movements. bn refusing the sexnat roles demanded by capitaliso, these
frovettends  have oncovared the trath of reifed soxualily — e
bourgeois society, personst velationshbips see detormined by aocial
reinfionships. Bed while exposing the hiererchy and zocial dimensions
of presest wens relationy, these movementz have falied to develop =
eritigue of spectaeniay demination s & cwhoeble, Even in terens of
frxaaliby, their critigoe i lmited snd does not teke into account the
virbes eemardod of sthers imor, 'straighea’)) more fmportakt, Bowaver,
sre the vartoes myvstificstions concerning the ‘essentisl’ soctal contra-
dicting posed by sexuad difforencss. From this false divinion, Womaen's
Liberation and the [Hee construct separatist ideciogios i wideh the
partial cricigque of dadly life generated by these movements Decomes
gupsomed wider the wlbimately roforonist sitns of “soxoaal egquakiy'.

“if ene compares the im-
meensity of our desites with oor
Gindledd  meste of setisfying
them, it seeme Ehat {Zod has
acted unwimely in ctdowitg us
with pesdiens s vager for phea-
sttes,  passions thai seem
created £o torment ue by exei-
ting a theusend desfres, nine-
tenthes of which we cannol agt-
isfy zo long as the civilized
arder laptn,"" - Charles Fourier,
Theoty af fhe Foue Maovesents,
1HEE.

Where Women's Liberation snd others feevs off is precisely the
sterting pofet for 4 radical ceitigque of the seeinl implications of sexusl
pehavigr. iz elienalion in its foredidy, and net B its voeely sexual
aspeils, that must e abolished by the proletaring; the refuzal of a
parbiculer consteainl {marrisge, hovsewosrk) bas meaning oely if ik iz
park of a refosel of olf constraintsz. & cortury before the ssrliess
criticues of bourpeods sexuality, Fourter demenstrated thet a quads
pative chapge in sexnal redations could only lake plote in o redicaily
different soctal contexi. AR ‘radical’ experiments [n Uving whick tahe
place tn abstraotn ave sondemnod eo Feilure: the communes of the New
Eaoft and the "“pounter-pulture” sre witneas to the ilbesory natsare of such
a revolt, Hore, specizedsr sexpolity Bz merely rentoduced on 2 “hip'



levval: from the chegp voyenrizn: of Rippie comic dooks to the ‘families’
of Sislinget gects, &8 che old vabses are reinforeed. Thesso archalsms are
aine reflected in the variows vedical’ deckogies of seyuatity; the MNow
Eafbisl Raireul Heiche sevhs 10 rpestebiivh ‘prendtal primacy” sand the
family. whiie the terpretations of ‘poivemorphons perveradts’ Dy the
mysiie profesenr, MNarman £3. Qeawn, represend 3 oonaciops akaviam in
which myth ond sthead wil sopplant reificatiorn,

Apminst hotk the spectecle and coanter-speciache of sexuality, it i
necessacy b osxert the Broe wili of the individual — p oredical poveer
which does oot vet exist and whith coned, in facl, exist separadiely
from codlegtive reviludicsary action. To oppose the desires of the ndi
vidual sgpaitst the prisons of daily life i bouvrgeols soclety s mad simply
tn oppose radicel sexnality to that of the spesteche, bowewsr o phe
identopy of “sexunl freedom” bas provesd eostiv recuperaide [see the
Sexuad Freedom League for examplel There con be ne tall of sexual
frosaiom except within the framework of o larger social freedom, The
fhebvepiion bhat Lhoge fan ssias abe thsopatehiy jnined s that of Reigh,
whowe theorviss, despile their shortomnings, remain mose radics] than
Lhoes rf the ‘muiern” ideologues. However npive its sssumptings may
e heen feonfusion on Lenig, #tel, Redel s Sex-Pod mevemaent in the
YRS represents ong of the first slitsmpts o develop a radicat oppo-
gition to hakrmedis soristy that wouid he hasen gn the terrain of every-
day lige, Unlike eithier the cinice! or radicad’ pavebeoiogists of foday,
fteaeh was nof eoncerned with eitker anglyvais or sexuabity is them-
sebvess Refch™s aeedveiz bed him te coneretely lnk rebeltion apainst
tpuegeets seanaliny with the class-strugeis as o whole,

Redwk's wisior of a "Sexus]l Hewvolotion™ @& todey only part of the
reseaditionary projecs which faces the groietzriat. Soxusd affivmakion @
one aspect of o toesl sffirmation, The searck for auéfentio life and
coinusicacion which., hovever mystified, Hes at 1he rond of sl sexusl
exnperienee @b only he satisfied throvgh the trensfermadion of afl seeizd
roiztions. Bovolicnary passion embivaces all obher dosives - the celis
i wisioh wee ape o frapped wilk ondy he destrotred io the shelition of the
epecteche in ite entiredy.
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Original printing in October 1972 by Point-Blank! in their journal,
#1, entitled “Point-Blank! - Contributions Towards a Situationist
Revolution” - this being the seventh of the eleven journal texts.
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